
 Volleyball     

 

    In 1895 the main sports were very grueling and showed no mercy to your 
body.  The sports consisted of basketball, baseball, tennis, handball and of course 

football, the most popular.  William G. Morgan (Picture on 
left), who was an instructor at the Young Men’s 
Christian  Association (YMCA) in Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
decided to blend together those sports that would demand 
less physical contact.  He then created the game of 
volleyball, which at that time was called 
mintonette.  Morgan borrowed a net from tennis, and 
raised it to 6 feet 6 inches above the floor.  After watching 
the game for a while, someone remarked to Morgan that 
the players seemed to be volleying the ball back and 

forth. Morgan thought that “volleyball” might be a more suitable name for the 
sport. Finally on July 7, 1896 at Springfield College the first true game of volleyball 
was played and from there, nothing was impossible. 

  

 

First volleyball Team 

    Morgan was born in Lockport, New York.  At that time, the main sport was 
football which he did participate in. In football, young Morgan played the front 
line. When he was young, Morgan was very tall and burly which made him great 
at football.   



    He was so good that he was asked to play at Springfield College.  At this college 
he met three men who had influential roles in the development of three very 
dynamic games,  basketball, football, and tennis, but he was in search of 
something made for everyone to play.  He kept the net from tennis and raised it 
to about 6 feet 6 inches from the floor.  The only problem now was the ball.  A 
basketball was far too heavy and the bladder from a basketball was slow.  Morgan 
got the “compromise” ball he wanted from A.G. Spalding and bros., which just 
happens to be the same ball that is used today.  Afterwards, when the game 
started taking off, he realized that he wasn’t a fanatic when it came to widening 
the horizons of his game.  So he turned the game over to the convention to use, 
as they wanted to.  Morgan afterwards moved back to Lockport and worked as a 
salesman for General Electric and Westinghouse, as an inspector for Harrison 
Radiator.    Morgan was and still is, acknowledged as volleyball’s inventor but not 
celebrated at all.  In 1942 Morgan passed away and was buried in Lockport in the 
Glenwood cemetery.   On his tombstone it says “Morgan, William G., 1870-1942, 
Inventor of Volleyball."  The sad thing is that Morgan went to his grave before his 
game started to take off and gain respect.  It would amaze him today to see how 
much the game is love and played all throughout the world.  

 


